EGERTON PARISH COUNCIL


The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 7 June 2011
in the Millennium Village Hall, Egerton at 8.00pm.

Present: Alison Richey (Chairman), Richard King (Vice Chairman), Ambrose Oliver, Bill Smyth, Pat Parr, Peter Rawlinson, Roger Harper, Tim Oliver, Geraldine Dyer (ABC Ward Councillor) and Tessa Hilder (taking minutes). 3 members of the public were also present.
1. Apologies: Richard Wall and Claire Finley.
2. Declarations of interest: None.
3. The minutes of the meeting on 10 May 2011: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings. Proposed:  Bill Smyth; seconded: Roger Harper
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 10 MAY 2011

a. Recreation ground: 
Lower rec: Bill Smyth had spoken to Ben Hope about the grazing: no further action was needed regarding the spoil as it had been graded and grass was starting to grow.  It was understood that the originator of the spoil had covered the cost of the temporary  loss of grazing.  The fencing work would begin this week.






 Playground, Skatepark, Youth needs:  The outcome of the Clerk’s approach to KCC to ask them to undertake an independent safety inspection of the play/skate parks would be reported to a future meeting.  Bill Smyth had fitted the new net for the basketball ring, obtained by Pat Parr with a spare kept in reserve.  Painting of the play equipment had been successfully completed.  Bill Smyth had constructed and installed a picnic table next to the playground: he had donated the wood, but would need to reclaim the cost of the bolts.  He was warmly thanked for his contribution.  












Action:  Clerk 
Sports pavilion:    Bill Smyth reported that the official opening would be held in the morning on 9 July.  A newsletter would be issued shortly inviting everyone in the village to attend. 
b.  the Glebe and other land matters: Investigation on land titles for Pembles Cross and Stonebridge Green would be undertaken by Lois Tilden after she steps down as Clerk.




   
Action: Lois Tilden
c. Highways:  The outcome of the site visit on 12 May to Field Mill Road with Mr & Mrs Barkaway, Lois Tilden, Claire Finley, Bill Smyth, Pat Parr and KHS was reported.  The problem of the lack of passing space could not be resolved by removing the posts: a culvert and ditch alongside the road meant that it was not safe for cars to pull over.  The land at the verge belonged to Mr & Mrs Barkaway, but they would be happy for it to be adopted by KHS.  KHS had suggested warning signs might help, but Councillors considered that the best option would be for KHS to adopt the land.  KHS had undertaken to consider the options, but funding could be a problem.  Bill Smyth would provide Richard King with the name of the KHS engineer involved so that he could make further enquiries.   Richard King drew attention to KHS’s current programme of work to fill potholes around the village.  It was agreed the Clerk should send thanks on behalf of the Council.








Action:  Bill Smyth, Richard King, Clerk
d. Bus route 523/new route to Headcorn:  Richard King was continuing to investigate the possibility of funding to enable  the 523 bus service to be maintained on a Saturday, but this was looking increasingly doubtful.  The service to Headcorn would cease in July owing to the high cost.






Action: Richard King 
e. Housing: i. Chantlers Meadow:  The official opening on 6 June had been an enjoyable and successful event.  Inevitably some snagging work was outstanding and English Rural Housing had advised Alison Richey that this would be tackled.  However, there appeared to be an ongoing problem over the connection of BT lines, which affected only some properties.  This would be investigated.








Action: Clerk 
ii. Older people’s accommodation in a “cluster” to serve several villages: The proposals presented to the public meeting in Smarden on 6 June had had a mixed reception.  Although there was support for the principle of the accommodation, the large scale, providing 40 units, and outline design were felt to be inappropriate for the location.  A reduction in the number of units should be possible, but would reduce economies of scale, potentially affecting the extent of support care for residents that could be provided.   There were also concerns about the proposed access via Glebe Close and limited availability of car-parking.  Richard King undertook to facilitate discussions with KHS, to revisit the possibility of access via Mill Lane.  Orbit Housing Association had agreed to revise the proposals to take account of the issues raised at the meeting.







Action: Richard King
iii. Older people’s accommodation in Egerton:  Richard King reported there were no further developments.












iv. Sanctuary Housing:  Harmer’s Way residents:  The Council had submitted a formal complaint using Sanctuary Housing’s official complaints procedure, under which a response to advise how the complaint would be investigated was promised within 10 days of receipt.  The problems had also been taken up via Ashford Borough Council and Tracey Kerly, the Head of Housing had written to Sanctuary’s Regional Director requesting action.    
Action:  Alison Richey, Roger Harper
f. Redundant Telephone Kiosk at Stonebridge Green:  Peter Rawlinson had recently painted the floor.  It was agreed he should formally represent the Parish Council on the Telephone Kiosk Committee.  Proposed: Tim Oliver; seconded: Pat Parr.  

g. Welcome Pack:  Pat Parr had delivered a welcome pack to the new tenants in Court View, Stonebridge Green.  She would also deliver packs to additional new residents in The Street, Forge Lane and Wanden Lane.       Action: Pat Parr

h. Footpaths and stiles:  Pat Parr was thanked for her footpath report circulated before the meeting.  As previously discussed, KCC would now focus on one comprehensive job, on the Stour Valley walk from Tram Hatch to Egerton.  This had highlighted some possible informal diversions made by landowners, including along the lane past the front of Payne Street, which KCC’s Public Rights of Way Team were investigating.  In Chapel Lane arrangements had been made to install a replacement style next to Stormguard. The owner of the broken gate opposite the Oliver’s land in Coach Road had undertaken to repair it.  In Rock Hill Road, Peter Rawlinson had cleared the footpath next to Rock Cottage.  Ambrose Oliver had spoken to the Headteacher about the problem of litter on the footpath adjoining the School. 
Action: Pat Parr
i. Village sign: Refurbishment/ replacement of the sign would be considered at a later meeting .  Action: All
j. Noticeboard (Queen’s Arms):  Bill Smyth would investigate whether the noticeboard could be repaired. 
Action: Bill Smyth
k. Church Lighting: to be re-visited at a meeting in the future.  

  

l. Oil tank: This had now been removed.

m. Grass behind Old School Court: The lack of rain had meant the reseeded area had not yet recovered.  

n. The George: A query was raised as to whether the planning matters had all been dealt with but it is understood they are still being dealt with by ABC.
o. Light aircraft landing strip at Stone Hill:  Clerk to report back on her approach to ABC for clarification on the terms of their letter sent on 20 July 2010 regarding the need for Planning Permission.


Action: Clerk

p.  Marquees:  Bill Smyth had measured the hard standing.  Taking this and the dimensions of the Council’s Marquee into account, it was agreed Marquee size should be limited to a maximum of 7m x 15m.  Having resumed responsibility for Hall Bookings, together with Dee Harper, Roger Harper offered to take on from the Clerk the responsibility for handling requests from people hiring the Hall to use the outside space for marquees, barbecues etc.  They had recently updated the Conditions of Hire and a notice of the restrictions and requirements on the use of outside space could be added in.  Any exceptional requests would be referred to the Council for decision.  This offer was warmly accepted. 






 





Action:  Roger Harper
q. Parish Assembly:  The new format was a great success.  It had been very positive to hear from so many village groups and it was hoped that even more could be encouraged to speak at future Assemblies.  A note of thanks would be sent to Sheila Palmer for providing the refreshments.






Action: Clerk
u. Minutes:  The Clerk would report back to a future meeting on the regulations regarding minutes of the Public Discussion.  In the meantime, details of any discussion would not be formally minuted, but action points would be recorded under Any Other Business.







 
Action:  Clerk 

8. CORRESPONDENCE (emailed or circulated to all Councillors or both unless otherwise stated)
For action:
Sanctuary Housing letter dated 25/5: discussed above.
KALC Notice of AGM on 1 June letter.  Peter Rawlinson reported back on items discussed, including:

· Equity of funding for services such as grass-cutting between parishes and non-parished areas.

· Need for Parish Councils to influence the development of ABC’s Core Strategy document.

· Problems caused for Parish Councils by ABC’s decision to provide only electronic copies of planning application documents.

· Importance of Parishes putting forward motions to the NALC conference as a means of influencing Government.  Motorway noise was an issue of concern.

· Smeeth PC was looking for other parishes to jointly purchase Speedwatch equipment.

· Impact of forthcoming abolition of cheques on clubs, societies and small businesses. 

He would also attend the next meeting in July.





Action: Peter Rawlinson
KALC Councillors Conference emailed 23/5.  Anyone wishing to attend should inform the Clerk.   











Action: All, Clerk
KHS request on repairs to Gullies & Manhole covers emailed 26/5- noted.
KHS request on Winter Gritting, emailed 26/5.  Clerk has requested salt bags.  Bill Smyth will check whether any salt bins need new shovels. The Snow committee would resume its work from last winter.  

Action: Bill Smyth, Pat Parr, Alison Richey
KHS Parish Seminar on 11 July, emailed 26/5.  Bill Smyth will attend.
Action: Bill Smyth


KCC Countryside Access Rights of Way Definitive Map.  This would be passed on to Pat Parr to check.
Action: Clerk, Pat Parr
ABC Public Audit changes, emailed 29/5.  It was agreed a letter should be sent to reinforce ABC’s stance.   Action: Clerk
For noting:
Future Biogas (Westwell) letter dated 13/5

CPRE Countryside Voice Spring edition

Clerk & Councils direct May edition

Kent Link, Changes to the NHS, emailed 26/5

ABC Planning Committee 1 June agenda, emailed 29/5

NALC Conference & Exhibition in September, emailed 24/5

Lottery Fund re playing fields, forwarded to EPFA via Bill Smyth 19/5

9.  ACCOUNTS: Monthly  income & expenditure in June:

Income:  £3,450.93 for recycling credits in respect of 2010/11
Expenditure:





   £

Clerk Salary for June




630.06

NI & Tax to HMRC for June



  13.38

Flowers for outgoing clerk



  25.00

Telephone expenditure April/May Lois Tilden

  10.00

Purchase of a data stick 




    9.95

Approval of the accounts for the month, for cheques to be signed: Proposed:   Richard King, Seconded : Roger Harper 
Data sticks: An offer by Peter Rawlinson to provide free-of-charge surplus data sticks from his business was warmly accepted.









Action: Peter Rawlinson
10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
The Chairman closed the EPC meeting at 9.06pm and re-opened it at 9.07 pm.   
11. PLANNING 

Planning  Applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to consider and decisions recently taken by ABC to be noted, details of which may be accessed on line at:  http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/    Individuals may also register via the website with ABC to receive regular alerts of new applications and decisions.
	11/00575/AS

	Little Wanden, Wanden Lane TN27 9DB 
Conversion and extension of integral garage to form annexe


	Supported by EPC

	11/00579/AS
	11 Stevens Close TN27 9DZ 
Erection of a two storey side extension including a conservatory to rear and provision of a dormer window to front roof slope
	No comment by EPC


Decisions taken by Ashford Borough Council were:

	11/00428/AS
Full planning permission
	Permit
	Larkhill, Link Hill Lane, TN27 9BG. Provision of dormer windows to detached garage.

	11/00143/AS
Full planning permission
	Permit
	The Old Byre, Stonebridge Green Road, TN27 9AN.  Retrospective application for an above ground pool and raised pool surround.

	11/00173/AS
Full planning permission
	Permit
	Land adjacent to Heronsdale Farm, Wanden Lane.  Erection of an agricultural dwelling.

	11/00324/AS
Removal of condition
	Permit
	Land east of Orchard Nurseries, Stonebridge Green Road.  Removal of condition 7 of planning permission 10/01576/AS requiring colour of roof to be changed.


The Old Byre: Councillors were concerned about the continued thwarting of planning regulations on this site.  In the event of any further planning applications, the Council would ask for these to be referred to ABC’s Planning Committee for decision.
 

Land adjacent to Heronsdale Farm:  Councillors commended the research by Lois Tilden, which had enabled a very effective presentation by Hugh Ellison at the Planning Committee meeting.  Geraldine Dyer had arranged for Lois to give her a briefing on planning issues.
12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  Following support expressed at the Parish Assembly for a village celebration, Richard King would convene a Parish Council sub-committee to plan a celebration centred on The Glebe on the first weekend in June 2012.  Alison Richey, Roger Harper and Peter Rawlinson volunteered to join.  Julia Bournes would be co-opted to join.  













Action: Richard King
M20 Junction 8:  Peter Rawlinson reported severe congestion caused by the closure of the slip-road for the next two weeks and lack of effective planning to manage the displaced traffic, particularly at peak times.  The Highways Agency would be contacted as a matter of urgency.




Action: Peter Rawlinson, Alison Richey
Lower Recreation Ground:  It was agreed no further profiling of the land was needed through additional spoil.
Derelict land on Rock Hill:  It was agreed the ownership of this site should be investigated.
Action: Lois Tilden
Cricket nets: The ground adjoining the nets has now been turfed.
Music Festival:  The request for the Opera Company to park its van on the car park for the week was agreed.  Owing to the Festival use of the Hall, the July Parish Council meeting would be held in the Sports Pavilion.          Action: Clerk
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm.
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