EGERTON PARISH COUNCIL


The annual general meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 10 May 2011 

in the Millennium Village Hall, Egerton at 8.00pm.

Present: Tim Lee (presiding Chairman for the initial stage of the meeting, as retiring Chairman and member of EPC) Richard King, Roger Harper, Tim Oliver, Pat Parr, Alison Richey and Bill Smyth. Geraldine Dyer (ABC Ward Councillor), Lois Tilden & Claire Finley (Clerks). Ambrose Oliver, Peter Rawlinson and Richard Wall were also present and 8 members of the public.
1. Councillors to sign declaration of acceptance of office: the 6 elected Councillors Roger Harper, Richard King, Tim Oliver, Pat Parr, Alison Richey and Bill Smyth signed their declarations.
2. New council: Tim Lee invited the six councillors to elect a new Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  Alison Richey was proposed as Chair by Pat Parr and seconded by Bill Smyth. Richard King as the vice-chair was proposed by Bill Smyth and seconded by Tim Oliver.  Tim Lee then stepped down.  Alison Richey thanked Tim Lee for his Chairmanship of Egerton Parish Council in the past four years and for his contribution to the Council for 8 years. All expressed appreciation for the part he had played and wished him well for the future. Alison informed the meeting that there had been 3 applicants for the 3 vacancies on the council who met the criteria for co-option and the deadline for application.  Peter Rawlinson was proposed by Tim Oliver, seconded by Bill Smyth, Richard Wall was proposed by Pat Parr, Roger Harper seconded.  Ambrose Oliver was proposed by Bill Smyth, seconded by Richard King.  The Clerk stated that the standing orders for the council would be re-visited at a later date. The Clerk issued formal documentation for each new councillor to complete. The Chairman outlined some ideas she aimed to introduce in consultation with her colleagues to enhance the team-working of the Council and its effectiveness.
3. Apologies: None
4. Declarations of interest: Richard Wall declared an interest (Planning case 11/00143/AS).
5. The minutes of the meeting on 5 April 2011: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings. Proposed Pat Parr; seconded: Roger Harper
6. Election to committee positions and other roles: Alison Richey explained that the Parish Council had various committees or which it needed representation.  The following decisions were taken:  
	Committee/organisation
	Representatives
	Proposed
	Seconded

	Finance 
	Alison Richey, Richard King, Peter Rawlinson
	Bill Smyth
	Tim Oliver

	Local Needs Housing
	Pat Parr, Ambrose Oliver
	Richard King
	Alison Richey

	Youth matters
	Alison Richey, Pat Parr, Peter Rawlinson
	Bill Smyth
	Roger Harper

	Highways/Traffic/Transport
	Pat Parr, Bill Smyth 
	Richard King
	Roger Harper

	Development projects
	Richard King
	Alison Richey
	Pat  Parr

	Communications/Publicity
	Pat Parr, Alison Richey, Peter Rawlinson
	Bill Smyth
	Tim Oliver

	Maintenance
	 Bill Smyth, Roger Harper, Tim Oliver
	Richard Wall
	Alison Richey

	Games Barn
	Bill Smyth, Tim Oliver
	Pat Parr
	Richard Wall

	Telecottage
	Alison Richey, Richard King
	Peter Rawlinson
	Bill Smyth

	EPFA
	Bill Smyth
	Peter Rawlinson
	Tim Oliver

	KALC
	Peter Rawlinson
	Richard Wall
	Tim Oliver

	Hall Committee
	Alison Richey
	Richard King
	Bill Smyth

	ABC Parish Forum
	Pat Parr
	Bill Smyth
	Richard Wall

	Kent Police Forum
	Lois Tilden^
	Richard King
	Richard Wall

	Egerton School Governors 
	Ambrose Oliver
	Pat Parr
	Richard King

	Footpaths
	Pat Parr
	Roger Harper
	Peter Rawlinson

	Tree Warden
	Michael Steed^
	Alison Richey
	Richard King

	Planning
	Lois Tilden^
	Richard King
	Tim Oliver


^co-opted in an advisory capacity for this specific role



7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 5 APRIL 2011

a. Recreation ground: 
Lower rec: Lois Tilden was due to meet Ben Hope on site the following evening about arrangements for reinstating the grazing depending on the needs of the Sports Pavilion work.  Bill Smyth would be involved in the arrangements to co-ordinate action by the pavilion contractor Tony Filmer to re-seed areas once the spoil had been evened out.  Lois Tilden had asked the fencing contractor to contact Bill Smyth directly about the timing of his work.  












Action: Lois Tilden,Bill Smyth
Trees: Lois Tilden reported that Kath Hilder had suggested a Tulip tree and that Philbert/ hazle and fruit trees had been proposed as they were native to this area. It was agreed that each request for a memorial tree would be considered on a case by case basis, on advice from the Tree Warden.






 Playground, Skatepark, Youth needs:  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact KCC to ask them to undertake an independent safety inspection of the play/skate parks.  Pat Parr reported that a new net for the existing basketball ring had been sourced and Bill Smyth agreed to fit it.  If it was necessary a new ring and net would be purchased at a cost of £54.   Bill Smyth stated that the part of the play equipment was being painted off-site and would return shortly. The rest of the paintwork was well underway by Antony Hicks and results so far were pleasing.
Action:  Clerk, Bill Smyth, Pat Parr              
Sports pavilion:    Bill Smyth understood that the pavilion would be completed early June. 
b.  the Glebe and other land matters: Investigation on land titles for Pembles Cross and Stonebridge Green would be undertaken by Lois Tilden after she steps down as Clerk.




   Action: Bill Smyth, Lois Tilden
c. Highways:  A site visit had been arranged for 12 May to Field Mill Road with Mr & Mrs Barkaway, Lois Tilden, Claire Finley, Bill Smyth, Pat Parr and KHS.  Pat Parr noted that Elm Close was not on the priorities list and asked if there was a timetablefor the fix and find programme.  The Clerk said that Elm Close was already on a separate list for repairs but this will be checked with Jennie Wickenden of KHS.  Bill Smyth noted that a new contractor wass being appointed by KCC but that the staff would remain more or less the same due to TUPE rules and that there may also be changes of roles within KHS.  It was agreed that Jennie Wickenden had been very helpful in the past.  


Action:  Clerks
d. Bus route 523/new route to Headcorn:  Richard King will carry on campaigning for the 523 bus service to be maintained on a Saturday. There was little prospect of the Headcorn run remaining beyond the 12 months pilot in view of the expense.










Action: Richard King 
e. Housing: i. Chantlers Meadow:  The official opening will be on 6 June at 2pm with the Bishop of Dover cutting the ribbon.  English Rural Housing were in touch with the WI to provide refreshments at the village hall afterwards and would be providing a minibus service between the two locations.  




Action: All
ii. Older people’s accommodation in a “cluster” to serve several villages: Tim Lee reported that there will be a public meeting regarding the proposals in Smarden on 6 June at 7pm and encouraged people to attend.  Richard King said he intended to attend and asked Geraldine Dyer to comment on the project. She noted that Smarden Parish Council were considering the access issues. 






Action: Richard King, Alison Richey
iii. Older people’s accommodation in Egerton:  Richard King reported that he had spoken to Jennifer Shaw (ABC officer, local housing) about an alternative provision for people in Egerton, making use of some of the facilities from the proposed hub in Smarden. 








Action: Richard King
iv. Sanctuary Housing:  Harmer’s Way residents: Lois Tilden reported that she had chased up the original complaints with Sanctuary Housing and sent a separate letter to each resident outlining the points that had been made on their behalf.  However, no response had been made by Sanctuary Housing despite reminders and the failure to meet their own targets. Possible options open to councillorsincluded: a letter to the Chief Executive, contacting the local MP, writing to the governing body The Tenants Services Authority  and the residents invoking the complaints procedure with Sanctuary Housing association.  Tim Lee noted that there were new complaints since the original letter and Lois Tilden confirmed that when she handed her letters to residents one household reported no hot water due to a failed boiler and another had reported additional faults. Neither had received attention.  Bill Smyth suggested that a letter be written to Sanctuary Housing on behalf of the residents.  Alison Richey and Roger Harper agreed to form a sub-committee to agree a plan of action and Lois Tilden would help complete documentation.  Richard King offered to write a letter from KCC to the Chief Executive if this was thought appropriate.
   Action:  Lois Tilden, Alison Richey, Roger Harper, Richard King
f. Redundant Telephone Kiosk at Stonebridge Green:  nothing to report other than the need for Kathy Hill to remove the model bride now the Royal Wedding was over! 

g. Welcome Pack:  Pat Parr agreed to make enquiries at the village shop to check if there were any new residents who may need a copy. 










Action: Pat Parr

h. Risk management:  The data sticks were being held by each Clerk; and Alison Richey. Lois Tilden had the backup files on her computer and would provide Claire Finley with recent email folders on a data stick.             Action: Clerks

i. Footpaths and stiles:  Alison Richey thanked Pat Parr for her footpath report.  Pat Parr noted that Tram Hatch was blocked and there was some trimming and litter clearing to be done on the  footpath adjacent to the School.  Tim Oliver reported he had cleared the path with a mower near Molly’s Steps, for which Pat was grateful.  Ambrose Oliver would make enquiries with the school about the litter and debris that appeared to derive from the school.  Claire Finley reported that a different bridge arrangement was being considered by ABC at Field Mill to make it more pedestrian friendly.  Lois Tilden said that in Pat’s absence she had contacted KCC and ABC regarding pond spoil blocking a path in Frith Wood. KCC had visited and had managed to get the owners to remove it. ABC were in touch with the landowners about the need for permission to create the ponds. Pat Parr outlined to the new councillors a recent email proposal from KCC for consultation regarding reductions in KCC’s footpath clearing.  All agreed that it made sense for four small jobs to be done by volunteers and to ask KCC to focus on one comprehensive job, on the Stour Valley walk. 
Action: Pat Parr, Ambrose Oliver

j. Local parish consortium chaired by Richard King:  Richard King said that the last meeting had been successful and that he welcomed Alison Richey to the next one.
k. Village sign: Refurbishment/ replacement of the sign would be considered at a later meeting .  Action: All
l. Noticeboard (Queen’s Arms):  Bill Smyth to chase up costs and designs for the noticeboard. Action: Bill Smyth
m. Survey of trees worthy of TPOs:  Nothing to report; a low priority for ABC . 
n. Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator & Police matters:   Lois Tilden noted that there had been thefts of diesel and farm machinery recently. 









o. Value of recycled paper: Bill Smyth said he had finished his investigations with Aylesford Print and there was nothing further to take up with ABC . 
p. Church Lighting: It was agreed by all councillors that this subject would be re-visited at a meeting in the future.  It was agreed that a covering letter with the approved donation to the Church Lighting Fund should  confirm there was no commitment to future funding  from EPC. 







  Action: Clerk
q.  IT equipment for the Clerk:  the Clerk confirmed that a laptop and printer had  been purchased and delivered.

r. Oil tank: Tim Oliver reported that Mike Byrne had sourced someone to take the defunct oil and tank away at no cost. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE (emailed or circulated to all Councillors or both unless otherwise stated)
For action:
KALC clerks conference 2011 application 
Faye Faiers, KCC re vegetation clearance on footpaths by email 25/4

Future of village shops/post offices by email 19/4 (closed 3 May)

NALC Communities in Action Conference & Exhibition by email 14/4

For noting:
ARCH habitat survey by email 18/4

Kent Link Community Engagement Event by email 7/4

The Third Rail Summit on 27/4 by email 7/4

Kent Link AGM on 19 May by email 6/4

Rural News 101 by email 6/4

Parish Newsletter/Magazines/Websites by email 4/4

Canterbury Walking Tours 

Husson playgrounds and sport equipment

Parish News from KALC March 11

Parish Matters Came & Co Spring 11

Agenda for Parish Forum Meeting 20 April 11 
McCabe Ford Willams accountants re HMRC PAYE service

LCR online update

Bartlett tree experts

Pluckley Parish Council Annual Report

9.  ACCOUNTS: Monthly  income & expenditure in  May:

Expenditure:





£     





Dell equipment for Claire Finley



525.28
Heber Hort grass mowing  May 


   
332.38
Wicksteed





108.00
Clerks’ Salaries end April and May:      



       

Lois Tilden  April




505.45

Lois Tilden May





505.25
Claire Finley April




630.05
Claire Finley May




629.85
HMRC NI  & Tax April




151.36

HMRC NI &Tax May




151.76

Church Lighting Fund 




100.00

Approval of the accounts for the month, for cheques to be signed: Proposed:   Richard King, Seconded : Pat Parr 
Annual Accounts:  Lois Tilden circulated the end of year accounts to the councillors. Alison Richey read the confirmation letter from Colin Newnham the internal auditor that the accounts were in good order.  Lois Tilden reported that Colin Newnham had also written to say he felt it was now time for him to resign.  It was agreed a thank you letter and book token would be sent.  Richard King suggested that the need for a new auditor could be advertised at the forthcoming Parish Assembly.  Lois Tilden outlined the annual accounts and confirmed the cash book and bank statements reconciled.  Currently the total cash assets including the Games Barn, Telecottage came to £35k  some of which was ring fenced, including recycling credits, for future projects.   The information required by theAudit Commission would be compiled and submitted by Lois Tilden  with explanatory notes as requested to justify significant  variances between that year and the previous year.   Lois Tilden also provided the Chairman with copies of the Supporting Statement, an updated  Statement of Internal Control and Assets Register for signature. Copies would be sent to all other councillors by email. Richard King thanked Lois Tilden for her work on the accounts and noted the internal auditor’s comments that they had been well presented. 
 Approval of the annual accounts: Proposed:  Roger Harper;  Seconded:  Richard King.  Action: Clerks
The Chairman closed the EPC meeting at 9.32pm for:

10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
Norman Cornwell noted that the work to re-instate the area behind Old School Court by rolling and grass seeding had not been done.  Bill Smyth noted that some rain would help this work and agreed to chase it up with Jonathan Elworthy.  
Action: Bill Smyth

The Chairman re-opened the EPC meeting at 9.35 pm 
11
 PLANNING 

Planning  Applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to consider and decisions recently taken by ABC to be noted, details of which may be accessed on line at:  http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/    Individuals may also register via the website with ABC to receive regular alerts of new applications and decisions.
	11/00428/AS
Full Planning Permission
	Larkhill, Link Hill Lane
Provision of dormer windows to detached garage
	Supported by EPC

	11/00143/AS
Full Planning Permission
	The Old Byre, Stonebridge Green Road, Retrospective application in for an above ground pool and raised pool surround
	 EPC Objection by majority.


Decisions taken by Ashford Borough Council were:

	11/00295/AS
Full Planning Permission
	Permit
	Little Wanden, Wanden Lane, Conversion and extension of integral garage to form annexe

	11/00333/AS
Full Planning Permission
	Permit
	Wanden Barn, Wanden Lane
Proposed stables and change of use of land for the keeping of horses. 

	10/01479/CONA/AS
Discharge of 
Condition
	Permit
	The Laurels, Mundy Bois Road
Discharge of conditions 2,3,4,5 & 6


Appeal cases:

	10/00761/AS
Dismissed
	Ragged Farm House, Mundy Bois Road, Egerton, Ashford, Kent, TN27 9ER 
Erection of single storey conservatory/sunroom to dwelling house (grade II listed)

	10/00762/AS
Dismissed
	Ragged Farm House, Mundy Bois Road, Egerton, Ashford, Kent, TN27 9ER 
Erection of single storey conservatory/sunroom to dwelling house (grade II listed).


The George Inn, The Street: concerns about lack of listed building consent/planning permission in the Conservation Area for works carried out by the new leaseholder: Lois Tilden spoke to the leaseholder/pub landlord who said he had been in touch with the conservation officer, Alison Cummings at ABC.  A call to Alison Cummings revealed she had noticed some infringements when passing by and she was getting in touch with the leaseholder to carry out a full site inspection. 












 

Light aircraft landing strip at Stone Hill: local residents witnessed a plane landing and got in touch with ABC who had previously written to EPC and the residents to say that there was a need to monitor the situation. This implied that planning permission would be needed, or enforcement action might ensue. ABC  seemed to be back-tracking. The Clerk had been in touch with ABC for clarification on the terms of their letter sent on 20 July 2010.

12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Parish Assembly:  Alison Richey proposed that the councillors sit with the audience but be introduced and that a lectern and microphone be used by those addressing the Assembly.  Sheila Palmer had agreed to help prepare the refreshments.  Lois Tilden and Claire Finley were seeking reports from potential contributors, and as before, asking for electronic versions of reports to be made der to ensure accuracy and to collate them for the minutes, which ran to 26 pages last year.  Lois Tilden would publicise the Assembly on the website, noticeboards and via the Neighbourhood Watch network. The Agenda would be produced as soon as report contributors were confirmed. The Assembly was being held a week later this year due to the election date and the delayed AGM.  Ambrose Oliver, Peter Rawlinson and Pat Parr passed on their apologies for being  unable to attend. It was agreed that it would be helpful to set dates for future Assemblies well in advance.  Reports prepared by anyone not able to attend could be read out by the Clerks.













Action: Clerks
Downs Mail:  It was noted that the Down’s Mail were publishing excerpts from the EPC minutes, however because they were 2 months in arrears it had caused some local confusion, for example, items discussed at the EPC meeting in February appeared in the April edition. 

Minutes:  In view of the confusion caused by the delayed reports in the Downs Mail, Richard King questioned if the public discussion should be minuted, and suggested that councillors should pick up ensuing action points under AOB. It was agreed that the clerks would check the regulations and councillors would discuss at a later date. 
Action:  Clerks 

Marquees:  It was agreed  that requests for Marquees on the patio outside the Hall should only be permitted subject to not being fixed to the Hall, and restricted to a maximum size to avoid fire and other risks or damage to property. Richard King suggested the usual size was that of the hard standing adjoining the hall.  Bill Smyth would measure the hard standing and report back. 
The Clerk would then include additional restrictions and requirements in letters to people seeking permission to put up marquees. 






 Action:  Bill Smyth
Alison Richey reminded the councillors that Tessa Hilder would kindly be taking minutes of the the next meeting, due to Claire Finley’s annual  leave.

The meeting closed at 10.25 pm.
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