
 

 

The meeting of Egerton Parish Council was held on Tuesday 9th July 2024 
7pm Committee Room, Millennium Hall, Egerton 

 
Present 
Cllrs: John Lawton, Peter Rawlinson, Jeff Hopkins, Pat Parr, Simon Palmer, Susan Stone, Richard Wall, 
Claire Foinette, John Harper 
Three members of the public were present. 
 

1) Apologies: Borough Councillor Kayleigh Brunger-Randall. 

2) Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Pat Parr: Neighbour to the Orchard Nurseries site proposed for development. 
Cllr Simon Palmer: Neighbour to the Orchard Nurseries site proposed for development. 
Cllr John Harper: Neighbour to the Orchard Nurseries site proposed for development. 

3) Minutes of the Previous Meeting – 4 June 2024 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
Proposed: Vice Chair Peter Rawlinson. Seconded: Cllr Simon Palmer All in agreement. Cllrs Harper, 
Foinette and Wall abstained as not present at the June meeting. 

4) Matters Arising from 4 June 2024 (not covered by the agenda below). 
Reinstatement of surfaces following works at the sewerage treatment plant - update 
Cllr Jeff Hopkins advised all surfaces made good and rubble bags removed.  
Works at the sewerage treatment works and pumping station. 
A draft agreement has been sent across by Southern Water (SW).  
Action: Chair and Vice-Chair to review the proposed agreement and insurance.  
Games Barn – exterior painting 
The Clerk advised all works complete, including the replacement of a rotten window frame. 
Chair John Lawton thanked the Games Barn Committee for organising the work and said that 
appearance of the Games Barn in the centre of the village was vastly improved because of the 
work.  
D-Day 80th Anniversary celebrations 
Chair, John Lawton, thanked everyone who worked hard to organise Egerton’s celebration of 
the Anniversary. He also thanked Cllrs Rawlinson and Palmer for their assistance with the 
installation of the new permanent village beacon. 
Additional Egerton signage for the new beacon 
No update available.  
Verges – New Road 
Cllr Susan Stone will continue to pursue the full reinstatement of the verges and grass with 
Canham Homes. 
Printing the Egerton Emergency Plan 
Cllr Pat Parr has completed this project.  
Additional village waste bins 
The Clerk advised that the open bin on The Glebe was continually at capacity following the 
opening of the shop. Cllr Pat Parr has been picking up the overflowing litter and emptying the 
bin. It was agreed that a larger capacity lidded bin would be beneficial both on The Glebe and 
adjacent to the football area where a lot of rubbish is left after matches. The cost of the two 
bins was not budgeted and will be met by the Parish contingency fund.  
Action: Clerk to source and purchase suitable bins and organise installation.  
Confirmation of the dates for the Notice of Appointment of the date for the exercise of public 
rights 2024 



 

 

The Clerk confirmed the dates as 23 June – 3 August 2024. 

5) Chairman to close the meeting for public discussion. 
Meeting closed at 7.15pm 
Meeting re-opened at 7.24pm 

6) Footpaths Report 170 (See Appendix 1) 
7) Highways Report  

Kent Highways has confirmed that the land fenced off at the Queens Arms belonged to the 
property. Kent Highways have referred the matter of a safe bus stop for village children at The 
Forstal to its bus stops team. No update has been received from them.  
HiP (Highways Improvement Plan). Useful guidance has been sent out by East Kent Highways re 
HiPs and circulated to all Cllrs by the Clerk.  
Chair John Lawton proposed establishing a HiP working group to formalise work to review all 
highways needs for the village. He said it was important to take a holistic approach vs concentrate 
only on select roads.  
Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Cllr Richard Wall. All in agreement. Cllrs Stone, Harper, 
Wall, Lawton and Rawlinson will be on the EPC HiP Working Group.  

8) Planning and Development 
Planning applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to 
consider, details of which may be accessed online at:  http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/.  
 

Case Reference: PA/2024/0896 

Location The Barrow House, TN27 9DJ 

Proposal  Listed Building Consent for roof repairs including re-laying the principal roof 
tiles, re-bedding of bonnet and ridge tiles like for like along with new lead 
work, reduction in height of chimney and addition of fire clay chimney pots, 
and wider exterior repairs for replacement cladding, partial replacement and 
full replacement of windows with like for like timber single-glazed windows 
(part retrospective). 

EPC view: All works urgently required. 
Proposed: Support.  
Proposed: Cllr Richard Wall. Seconded: Cllr Claire Foinette. All in agreement.  

Case Reference: PA/2024/0980 and 0903 

Location Amherst Court, Bedlam Lane, TN27 9DA 

Proposal   Listed single-storey side extension and associated internal alterations to 
create an improved kitchen, living and dining area including word burner 
flue. Changes to ground floor fenestration on the west elevation. 
Weatherboard repairs and rainwater guttering replacement following the 
demolition of an existing side conservatory. 

EPC view: This is an addendum to permissions granted in 2022. EPC agreed that the Conservation 
Officer at ABC would comment on the appropriateness of the ‘iron effect’ guttering. 
Proposed: No comment 
Proposed: Cllr Richard Wall. Seconded: Vice-Chair Peter Rawlinson. All in agreement.  

Case Reference: PA/2024/1013 

Location Rock Hill House, Rock Hill Road TN27 9DP 

Proposal   Erection of greenhouse and cold frames  

Proposed: no comment or decision required as ABC decision already given.  
 

http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/


 

 

 

Case Reference: PA/2024/0418 

Location Woodlands Farm, Newland Green Lane, TN27 9EP 

Proposal  Listed building consent for internal and external works including supporting 
and straightening the supporting beams in oak and re-roofing the property 
which has sunk with the rest of the building. Interior walls - remove synthetic 
materials and replace them with traditional plasterwork. Replace all the 
windows with traditional hand-made windows. The external 
weatherboarding to be replaced in oak. 

EPC view:  Essential repairs necessary to maintain the integrity of the building for the long term. All 
proposed work is in keeping with the Parish Design statement.  
Proposed: Support 
Proposed: Cllr Richard Wall. Seconded: Cllr Susan Stone. All in agreement.  

Case Reference: PA/2024/1025 

Location 1, Bramley, Field Mill Road, TN27 9AS 

Proposal  Loft conversion with dormers to front and rear elevation and window to 
second floor side elevation and single-storey rear extension with pitched 
roof.  

EPC view:  Extensive modifications that will be viewed from the road and from the footpath to the 
rear of the property. The property has shared access but does have parking to support the extension 
proposed.  
Proposed: No comment. 
Proposed: Cllr Richard Wall. Seconded: Cllr Claire Foinette. All in agreement.  

Case Reference: OTH/2024/1023 

Location Egerton Grange, TN27 9DJ 

Proposal  Lime trees to be pollarded just below where the tree has fallen and rotted 
and to include two further pollarding operations within a ten-year period.   

Ratification of decision taken by email as the work was stated as urgent by the ABC tree officer in 
correspondence with the Clerk and could not wait for Cllrs to meet. 
Proposed: Support 
Proposed: Cllr Richard Wall. Seconded: Cllr Simon Palmer. All in agreement.  
Other Egerton planning and development updates 

- Orchard Nurseries. The Egerton Planning and Development Working Group advised that 
Kent Highways had withdrawn its objections to the application for outline planning 
permission and had agreed a solution that would meet all sight line requirements at the 
entrance to the proposed development from New Road. The Working Group also confirmed 
that the application would not go to ABC Planning Committee.  

- Sale Field. English Rural Housing has confirmed that all potential residents will need to be on 
the Ashford Housing Register to qualify for one of the homes.  

- ABC Local Plan 2042. Engagement events have been organised by ABC. The nearest to 
Egerton will be in Charing.  

- North Field. Archaeologists have been working on the North Field site for several weeks and 
found evidence of a Bronze Age burial mound surrounded by a ditch.  They are now winding 
up on their work and clearing up the site. All items found have been sent for analysis. 
Historic England is aware of the findings.  

9) Correspondence  



 

 

Two further Freedom of Information requests have been submitted to Egerton 
Parish Council. EPC has requested – and been granted – extra time to meet its 
statutory duties due to the burden on time and resources imposed. 
 

Website 
June minutes 
July agenda 
 

10) Accounts 
  METHOD £ 

Clearance at exterior village hall  G Green  BACS 30.00 

Emergency Plan printing  Lotus BACS 42.00 

Fixings for benches & tables Reimburse P Rawlinson  59.66 

Donation  Wealden Wheels BACS 1,000 

Employment HMRC and salary BACS 1403.35 

Mowing and strimming Envisage BACS 350.40 

St James Church Clock – 
donation to maintenance  

Donation  BACS 50.00 

St James maintenance and 
upkeep 

Donation BACS 200.00 

Annual EPC insurance  Clear Councils  BACS 1230.28 

Total    £4,365.69 

 

Income    

Annual rent  B Hope BACS 130.00 

Outside hall hire N Gwillim BACS 75.00 

    

Total    £205.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30 June 2024 = £24,133.69 less unpresented cheques as follows 

    

Actual balance = £24,133.69 as at 30th June 2024 
Accounts for Egerton update magazine 

Expenditure  
   

  £ 

Total   £ 

 

Income    

Advertising  Mixed BACS  130.00 

Total   £130.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30th June 2024 £4,655.05 Less un-presented cheques as follows: 

    

Actual balance = £4,655.05 at 30th June 2024 
Accounts for Village Projects 

Expenditure  
   

 Cheque No £ 



 

 

Total    £ 

 

Income    

Interest  BACS 15.04 

Total    £15.04 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30th June 2024 £13,213.92 Less un-presented cheques as follows: 
Actual balance = £13,213.92 at 30th June 2024 
Village Projects fund 

Pre-school project  3,174.70 

Esme Slater woodland 10,039.22 

Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Cllr John Harper. All in agreement.  

11) Ashford Local Plan 2042 Working Group – confirmation of next steps 
       The Working Group will meet within the next month to set the priorities.  
        Action: Clerk to book the meeting. 

12) Parish Plan and Future Projects Working Group Additional Items 
       The Working Group will meet within the next month to set the priorities.  
       Action: Clerk to book the meeting. 

13) Proposal to form a Working Group to explore a merger of the village and EPC  
websites.  
It was proposed to form a Working Group to explore a merger of the village and EPC websites  
Proposed: Vice-Chair Peter Rawlinson. Seconded: Cllr Claire Foinette. 
EPC members will be Cllrs Wall and Foinette. The Clerk will join the Group.  
It was proposed to co-opt member of the public Richard King to Chair the Group.  
Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Cllr Claire Foinette. All in agreement. Richard King was 
present at the meeting and accepted the role. The Working Group will meet in the next month 
and invite Egerton Update Editor Melanie Rawlinson to feed into the project as needed from to 
time to time.  

14) Additional items 
New picnic tables and benches for the area adjacent to the village hall  
The Clerk advised that all four items had been delivered and were awaiting installation.  
Office cabinet 
The Clerk advised that Vice-Chair Peter Rawlinson had kindly built the new office cabinet and all 
files had been moved into the locked cabinet.  
August meeting 
Chair John Lawton proposed that as EPC Working Groups had much ground to cover, the next full 
EPC meeting should take place in September to allow the Working Groups time to meet and make 
progress.  
Proposal not to hold an August meeting of EPC 
Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Cllr Susan Stone. All in agreement. Cllr Pat Parr 
abstained.  

15) Closed session 
 The closed session was held to approve the minutes of the Closed Session Item 13) 4 June 2024 
meeting and to discuss a confidential personnel matter. 
The minutes of the 4 June meeting were proposed as a true record of the Closed Session. 
Proposed: Cllr Jeff Hopkins. Seconded: Chair John Lawton. All in agreement. Cllrs Foinette, Harper 
and Wall abstained as not present at the June meeting. The minutes will be held in a Confidential 
File.  



 

 

The Clerk left the meeting. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 20.25. 
 

Appendix 1 
Report no. 170 of the Egerton ffootpath’s rrepresentative for July 2024 Meeting 
 
4 Outstanding Items remain from the June 2024 report.  
1 Closed Item (Item 5) 
1 New Items 
 
The outstanding items below are listed with the KCC Reference, the date reported, the footpath 
number, the location, the difficulty experienced and the status of action.   
1. PROW 210959063.  10/09/21.  AW75 at Heronsdale, Wanden Lane. Egerton resident 
complaint of overgrowth (brambles) and fence panel leaning towards the footpath. Status: Still 
Awaiting Allocation. 
2. PROW211126930.  09/11/21. Part of AW87 to the west of the church behind the Glebeland 
houses where the path is quite narrow has collapsed due to badger activity. Status: Still Work 
Scheduled but it is accessible with matting in place until a more permanent solution is found.  Status:  
Still In Progress. 
3. PROW211117086.  21/11/21. AW64 Footpath opposite Egerton House on Greensand Way in 
a small, wooded area towards the byway up to Coach Road. Two planks missing/broken on the 
bridge over a small stream. Status: Still Work Added to Forward Maintenance Plan.  
4. PROW230732955.  28/07/23.  AW96.  Barhams Mill Road, before Frasers, on the right-hand 
side from Egerton village end.  Broken stile at the entrance to the footpath from the road.  Status:  
Still Awaiting Allocation. 
5. PROW231147996. 27/10/23.  AW92.  New Road – Canham Homes Development.  Status: 
WORK COMPLETED; ISSUE CLOSED.  The new path is now open. 
The senior Public Rights of Way Officer has been asked about the New Road footpath and the status 
of the first 3 items above as they have been on the records since 2021.  He responded: 
1. AW75 at Heronsdale, Wanden Lane (1. above).  Path Obstruction. 
2. Part of AW87 to the west of the church (2 above). KCC Footpaths warden has reported: 
Badger Activity. The site was inspected by the East Kent Badger Group, who identified the site as a 
main set and therefore protected. We will continue to monitor the path, but it may mean we divert 
the path or close it, but we aren’t allowed to disturb the badgers, one of those we must watch! We 
did consider having the badgers removed and shoring up the bank to rebuild the path. But we are 
unlikely to get the badger removal licence and the cost of shoring up the bank would be £000s which 
we don’t have budget for. 
3. AW64 Footpath opposite Egerton House on Greensand Way in a wooded area (3. Above).  
KCC footpaths warden reports: Rotten Bridge.  All set to be fitted, but there is a struggle to contact 
the landowner. Cllr Pat Parr has once again provided the information needed.  
NEW ISSUE 
1. AW92 AT CANHAM HOMES.  07/07/24.  The exit from the path out onto the road is highly 
dangerous because of the tree/hedging on the right-hand side to go up to the village, visibility is nil. 
Photos have been submitted to the footpaths warden. Cllrs agreed that the first action should be to 
trim back all vegetation.  

 


